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. ( . ( 
Gr awtAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ews 
oe Waswincron, 0.6, 23595 : 


OGC 77-2335 
N April 1977 


David M. Curry, Esq. 

First Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Western District of Pennsylvania 
633 U.S. Post Office and Courthouse 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 


Dear Mr. Curry: . 


Re: Jeseph Raymond Merola 


‘In response to your letter of March 10, 1977 I wish to advise you 
that the Central Intelligence Agency had one meetiag with Josenh Raymond 
Merola prior to August 1961. In late 1960 Joseph Raymond Merola made 
several telephone calls to a CIA office offering his assistance in a general 
way in connection with Cuban matters, which was refused. However, on 


’ 6 Fetruary 1961 Merola claimed to have information on a Latin Americaa 


senator who was a "close friend and confidant" of "Che" Guevera. Since 

Guevera was listed as being the subject of foreign intelligence requirements, 
the CIA employee agreed to meet-with Mr. Mérola: The meeting tock place cn 
6 February 1961 and is the only meeting with Merola prior to his incarceration 
which you stated in your letter began in August 1961. 


Mr. Merola was not employed by the Central Intelligence Agency. His 
centact with the CIA could not be deséribed as an uncercover Government 
informant 2s alleged in the Writs of Error Coram Nobis by Victor Carlucci - 
and Daniel Hanna. This one contact on 6 February 1961 by Merola with the 
CiA was voluntary on his part. , 


Mathew MecVane, an employee of the CIA, did testify in San Diego in 
November 1975 concerning CLA contacts with Joseph Raymond Merola. The 
citation we have for that case is U.S. v, Dalton C. Smith, et al. in the 
U.S. District Court for the Sauthern Disaict of California, No. 74-2277-GT. 
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a “- Me Ae . oaon( fac 


a ‘The testimony given in that trial is not inconsistent with the response given 
above. Itis true that after Merola was rcieased from erison be again 
oe volunteered information to the CIA. Merrota was a voluntary source of forvign 
. . intelligence. ; 
I hope this provides sufficient information for you to file your response. ; 
If not, please call me at (AC 703) 351-7531. ; ; : 


Sincerety, 


: ‘ hn K. A econey 


Agbs4ciate General Counsel 


ce: John Martin, Esq. ‘ Dept. of Justice i PA he el _ ; 
NORMALE 1am 

i 

. t 


—NTERNAL . CJ] cor DENTIAL () SECRET 


CE} oncassiFieo =)” se omy 


SYBJECT: \Opronol? 


FROM 


TO- {Officer dewgnatan, room mumbor, and 


ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET 


Joseph Raymond Merola 
7. q timson [NO anaTaaS Ss 


Maurice A. Sovern re 
0/SA/ bpo/0 pan a oe ea ee 
2D0109 1542 8 April 1977 


burlding) 


Mr. Raymond Warren 


C/LA 
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8 April 1977 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. John K. Greaney 
Special Assistant to the : 
General Counsel 


FROM : Maurice A. Sovern 
os 0/SA/D0/0 
SUBJECT =... : Joseph R. Merola , 
; “sO REFERENCE —s: > Assistant United States Attorney. 


_ Pennsylvania Letter, 10° March 1977, 
Subject as Above _ . : ere : 


1. The question in reference is the nature of 
any involvement of Merola with CIA prior to 
August 1961. 
2. The Directorate's first recorded contact 
with Joseph Raymond Nerola prior to August 1961 
~ occurred on 6 February 1961. It followed a series - ; 
of telephone calls over a period of several months r 
‘(late 1960 - early 1961) in which Merola had 
expressed. interest in offering his assistance in 
connection with Cubar matters. Our officer had : 
declined contact until 6 February. when Merola : : 
claimed to have information on a Latin American 
senator who was a "close friend and confidante" 
of "Che" Guevera. Because Guevera was the proper ; ot 
subject of foreign positive intelligence Collection : ; Ie et 
requirement our officer agreed: to a meeting. ae Fa 


3. The last recorded contact, except tor the — ’ ake 
litigation outlined below, with Merola was a tele- : ee 
phone contact with Merola in late Juiy 1975 when — 
he volunteered additional foreign positive intel- 


ligence. 


4. At the end of August 1975, Merola |. a ; . ne ees 
contacted a staff officer to ask for testimony in = . 7 oA 0 
the criminal fraud trial .in San Diego, California . 

(U.S. v. Joseph R. Merola, et al, Southern District ° - OO oes 
of Cali fornia, CR 74-2277-ST) which we subsequently. PGS Bh ele eg 


2 IMPDET 
CL RY 012860 
FOR CIA OFFICIALS ONLY 
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7 e FOR CIA OFFICIALS ONLY 


| provided on 13 November 1975. 


: §. Subject is characterized as a voluntary 
occasional source of foreign positive intelligence 
who was in sporadic contact with us. 


\ ; ’ 6. We greatly appreciate the Assistant United 
. States Attorney's concern for the confidentiality 

: , of our information. ‘The information above may be 

nt ot made available. to the-AUSA and the court as 

appropriate without further restriction. 


/. 


i. es _.. Maurice A. Sovern 


0/SA/DO/O:MASovern:kaw . (1542) 


: Distribution - 

$ ; Orig & 1 - OGC 

7 1 -. C/DCD 

; | - C/LA 

: 2 - SA/bO/0 . | 
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17 March 1977 
\ 


MEMORANDUM FOR: $2/LA/EICO 7 Y % ; 


DCD 


FROM : Frederic McCann 
; : ISS/PICG 


SUBJECT : Litigation: Joseph R. Merola_ 


t 
\ 


{ 

. 2.) Attached herewith is an unclassificd memorandum 
received from OSC which requests information on the’ "extent 
and nature of.any involvement of (Joseph R.) Merola with 


federal agencies prisr to August 1961", 


2. A review of 201-257894 reveals that Mr. Merola may . 
have been in contact with KH/Miami in 1961 and was in contact 
with DCD prior to 1561: a a ae 


3. Please review your files and provide whatever 
information is pertinent to paragraph 1., above. No- 


_information will re released outside of CIA without your 


concurrence, 


4.. 201- "287804 RS att ached to the SA/LA/EICO - copy of 


this memorandum. ‘Please return it with your reply by 


i Aprid Lov7. te + - 


ae ae Yad ca ae ae oe e} 
fee : ve CD istics 
' a ae: Frederic McCann 
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“actively 2ngazed in the serve 

ine Rowernment * 

2 Green, attormmey for Cartuca 
ang Hanna, said the prosecutors, Hs 
bert 1. Tece.oaum ant Daniei J. San 
der, Knew Mercia was 2 Zovermmen 
agent amd therefcre “perpetrated 2 
frand upon ine-trst curt.” | 

Teiteipatca and Snsder are now fed- 

- eral judges ia Pretacecza and have me 
commentad asout the action fled Oy 
Green, which ts still pending. But aa 
ofncial “famuisar wita their pesitnaa 
Suid the two yudz2$ wil, if necessary, ~ 
swear they Gd pot ano Meroia.was a 
government agent. : od 


Cuban Connection. 


“The answer to this whole thing aie 
pia around pcan said this otfi- 
~, Cial - tees 
Greea, who reprtsents Manrafino’s 
son-intaw, said he didn't think Ma 
- fola‘s testimony ta Ceicago had beea 
particularly “heirfu!” ¢o tne? prose. 
cution. A “more logical assumption” 
is that Meroia was freed from prisca * 
because of what he cculd do for. the 


government in Cuba, be said. = ‘- 


“This gcy works anywhere he wants - 


to,”’ said Green. 
protected hica'in Catlernia, Chicaza~ ‘ 
and everywhere else. He soll has tobe 
of value to thé government.” - 
One thing is certain: Merola is well 
known in the Miard) Qubaa comms 
“nity and amorg those who have been 
linked to alleged Castro assassination 
attempts... —~ A 
\ .“Joe was an undercever | ‘agect, he 
poe Closely associaced with the gov- 
erament," Frank Sturgis; of. Misi, 


“The governmer: has - 


“investigator said. “Ne’s a pilot, he - 


* py. Official and unofAcial attempts to | 


‘told The Sulietin. “He ded have an as. - 


sociation with the CLA.” - :. : 
’ Sturgis, who gained ecteriety as one 
of those convicted if the Watergat> 
~ burglary, w3s a ton Castro Keutenant’ 
during the revolution who. servéd 35 a_ 


" Goudle agent for the CLA. He later - 


worked against Castro in the Day of, 
Pigs Operat:cn 2nd has scmutted prott- 
ing to KU Castro, 

ul atew. Joe was involved with the. 
revo’ utionaries,”* “said Surgis, “I 
Know he had a3 associaton BIA the. 
Cid, but because cf compart. 
mentalization, you don't know what 
taey’re da&sag.”* 


Tied to Burglar ae: 
-\ source Close to the Rouse Ascassi- 


‘he's connected, But nobocy wants to 7 


“xdle for watching the pation’ $ bor-. 
oe» Fy. a . 


nit:cas Camminee said Merota was : 
“a guod Inend” ef Fucecra (Roacdo) | 
Merire?, anarhar of those convicted 
of the Watergate Sursiary. Martinez 
wis Wudiiad xy the CLA 1a the 


Bay of Pres efit and ia other 3att-- 


Castro moves. 

“Joe's place uvMismi Seach was on 
the water and if was used Dy ant:-Cas- 
tro groups to smwgyie urns to Cuba,” 
this source saxd. “Martivez was one of 
them.” 

“f can’t recall” Martinez said, , 
when asked by Toe Sulleunm abcut 
using Meruia's- dock. “Really, I tale 
tell you arything adout it. 

“He was comected with heiping 4 
people herein Miacm agaurist the dic- -: 
tatorship of Batista. He might Have - 
been in some other branch mat I rials 
know about."? No . 

Altredo Borees. 2 Mari osiness 
consultant and a Bey of Pigs veteran, 
told a Bulletin reperter inquiring 
about Merola to “please write mea 
letter." . 

“T don’t know oe you are,” Borzes - 
said, “E cannot: ames over ihe tes : 

ne.* 

one investiga interested’ in Me 
rola said che matter is “wery sensi- 
Give, records are hard to come by.” 

“He seems to fit everything,” this 


speaks Spanish, he knows Cuba ‘acd 


cooperate.** Boga ED cgsikig meats 


A Scared Man 
Records ‘indeed are hard to come . 


cbsain Complet2 reoxds.of Meroia's . 
arrests proved fruitless, So aid efforts, 
to determine whst encounters be.” 
might have had wich officials respoa- 


But despite the Sekt of some that - 
Mercia enjoys the protection of ti * 
government while at the same time 
being: welcomed by eryanical crime, 
those who Kiow him say thal is not tbe 
ase. 


“Joe has got a-linte money," said | : 


eee Florida acquaintance.” “I dont 
know where he gets it. Sut he’s a2 i 
focmér and they hate informers. The 
ran :s concerned. ox f 
‘“He goes around Dace (County), 4 
tet he is very, Very careful where be 
xoxs. Joe is scared.” ! 


BS 
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_ SUBJECT: Court Appearasce on 13 Novender aa Saa Diegu, Californis 


2, 
n- ue aa Cae =- 
ye Mh bebe i Ltrhe ee : Bows 7 Z 5 | dae 


Oe ee ee . 


> é 


° 


1. On 13 Sovember 1975, Mate MacVane apzeared as a witness for the 
defeasa at the Cafced Seates DSistrice Court for the Southern District of 
California, 325 West F Screec, San Diego, Calizornia. The case way che 
United States of America ¥. Dalton C. Sdith, et al. MacVane was called 
ta testify by E. Mac Amos Jr., attorney for defendant Joe Herola. ln 
honor of the sc3zcena VacVane apreared at the.court. On 13 Novembee 1975 
ac _approxizarely 18: a¢ hours Saa Diego tice tiacVane was called to tha. 

“| 


‘ witness or oe: : me eo eieS : 
Ba so eS Gees eerie a -- iy 


: Sts “Warn des Kae Aros, actoreey for defendant Joe. Merola began questiontag 


‘after MacVane was sworn in as a witness. “Anos asked how long MacVane 
: “Shad: been enployed by the CIA? -fe asxed if MacVane mew defendant Merola? 

" He: asked if.MacTane were told by: Merola about'a shipmene of surplus 
helicopter parts going to the coimrry of El Salvader? He asked MacVane 

4£ Merola had velomreered otter iafornation to the Agency? He theu asked 
y L£ Merola were ever paid for suck informaticn? Amos also tried tu establish 
igs? - the’ value ef surales parts in Larin Aserica compared to the US. This was 
objected ta by actormey Zobert Thaller, prosecutor in the ease. The judge 
Pa Sustained the objection and MacVYaze did-not have to answer the question. 
ae Amos finished his qzescioniag and Thaller began a shore ‘cross examination. 
wivr °  -Thaller asked if MacVace ever heard Merola ceation stocks? He also asked 
arth oo ae 1€ MacVane knew. the name of che carporarion thac Merela revresented? He 
Bee AN thenspointed cut: chat even-if.scme stock fraud were occurring, MacVane 


a co: " sould-not be @iteiag because MacTane vas not an investigitor, but rather 


a collectc=: of foreiza information. The cross exanination then ended. 

All questions Sere answered to the best of tacVane's ability and knowledge. 
. 3. There eases ta be litete putpose in tne appearance of MacVane 
because it was obvicus that MacYane knew nothing of any value concerning 
the case. MacYase’s torai tise oa the wimess stand was about 10 minutes. 


After complecics of his cescinony MacYane was releaséd. - 
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6 November 1975 


| MEMO FOR-RECORD: 


a - ORE: “WEROLA, Joseph R, 
aor 201-257804 . 3s 
U.S. Citizen Registered-to DEA/MIAMI Dec 74 


2 e 


= FYI: 
‘Today, Randy Daugherty, DCD case officer, 
asked to borrow subject 201 because he 
wanted to take it to Office cf Genl. Counsel 


for Mr. John Greany. 


There is to be a meeting today between ~~~ 
Mr. Greany, Bob Starling, DCD COPS, and 
Matt McVane, DCD man in Miami who is 
visiting Hqs. McVYane has an interest 

in MEROLA, . 


Told Randy that MEROLA was DEA source and that 
matter should be coordinated with NARCOG, 


This transpired during lunch hour - Randy was 

in a hurry and I gave him-file. He said he would 
tell Mr: Gréany that Subj. was DEA source, 

oe oe a 


SECRET 
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OGC 75-1073 | 


5 Novernber 1975 : 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 


SUBJECT: Joseph Raymond Merola 


* Si wd le On.3 Naveaber T talked to Mr. Matt McVane, DCD officer 
__}etatoned in Miami, and he said that he had received the subpoena“ 

Sfrom-E:.Mac Amos, Jr. to appear as a defense. witness in the trialin - 

: San Diego on ik November. Mr... McVane agreed to come to Headauarters 
one November-to discuss the information in tne files and Mr. Robert 

. * Starling of DCD agreed to join in. the meeting. ‘Mr. McVane told me 

. ‘that Lt. Colonel Douglas W. Haldane, why had previously been on 

der tail to the DCD Miami Office, had returned to the Army and was 

ms currently assigned somewhere in Europe and that his address was - 

2+. Headquarters ,.USAREUK, APO New York, New York 094032 2 

ees ese te Vas! fen, Mao ieee wee : a Wee, 

ee TI “2... Since this Olffice had ‘received a ieiter from Mr. Ames with a 

: request for the current address of Colonel Haldane, I called Mr. Amos 

“on. 4 November and explained to him that Golonel Haldane was no longer 

with the Central Intelligence Agency and it was our uncerstanding tnat 

das isnel Haldane was statoned in Europe. Mr. Amos did not want the 

wy. current address of Colonel Haidane~ He did state, however, that Mr. 

Lege McVane would not be needed in San Diego until Wednesday morning, ree 

12 November. As things stood now, Mr. Merola was the tifth defendant - : - “ 

and it would be thar length of ame betore Mr. MeVane's tesumony v ould 


be needed. 


~bs pro 7 : 
ae 3. Mr. McVane told ine that he had been called by Mr. Robere 
Thaler of the U.S. Attornzy's Office in California. [sold Mr. MeVane 
that L would contact Mr. Thaler. L called Mr. Thaler who is a a member 
of the Organized Crime Suxxe Force, Department of Justice, Room 2307, 
300 North Los Angeles Street, Los Angeles, California 90CI2, telephone 
No. (AC 213) 688-5808. Mr. Thaier was pleased to hear shat Mr. McVane 


14-00000 


an, ne 


° was being made available to testify and explained that he thought Mr. [ . 
F Amos had aircady prepared a motion to d:szuss if Mr. MeVane was to be 
denied as a witness for the defense. I expiained to Mr. Thaler that Mr, 


: McVane was coming to Headquarters on Thursday, 6 November, and said 
that we would call him to discuss the role Mr. McVane played in receiving 
informadon from Mr. Merola. a 


‘4. Lf this case runs parallel to many criminal prosecutidns, the 
cefense may never put Mr. McVane on the siand when he actually shows 
up as this may prove detrimental to their defense. However, we should 
be prepared for his testimony if, in fact, it does take place. 


7 <*, ve 
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ee: : Chief DCD : : eee ss at gees 
ae : siehcVane: oe ade a ia aps: - he . it 
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..  Distribution:: . 
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Jorn T Holt a Ares 7 
Sh eee oacecdaa's HOLT, RHOADES AND HOW LLyWwCOD Petra as atiaes 


A PROPESS:0O~MEL COTMOSAND® 


Harnson FA. Mothwood 


Doug'ss A Reynocs . , 
Dowd W Autt 1010 SCCONO avenue. SUITE 172 7 vecenee eee ate 


Michael iNet Conn. SAN DIECO, CALIFORNIA 92101 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


Dan b. Deuprey 
The mas H: Ault. 


& Mac Amos Jr. 
Thomas M: Oymott 


es Enclosed you will fina covies of Subsoenas 


«isuWashington,, D.C. ° 20505. Be es eh nae ae 


2° Dear Sirs:.'- 


GUE OS vite ORES October 28, 1975 


~ 


Office of_ the General Counsel -. ee AAs : oF ee ee 
Central Intelligence Agency fi Oe takers 7 a ee” aes . : 2 


: se “yr venep =f 

ene ane :Our firm represents Mr. Josaok Merola who is 

presently" on trial as a defendant in the Southern : nee 2 te 
_District of California in an action entitled United a Reet 
“States of America v. Dalton C. aera et al. (No. 74-2277- : ’ 
GT). In order-to. property defend M Merola, we reed to 

utilize the testimony of Mr. ieee cdane and possibly the , 
testimony of Col. Douglas Haldane. We understand that. 

Mr.:McVane is. employed by the Centzal Intelligence Agency 

and: works out of the Miami office. ‘We also understand 3 ‘ 
that. Col. Douglas Haldane is eaoioded ‘by the Central 

Intelligence ‘Agency but we Go not nave an address for : 

service. upon Col. Haldane. : igs 


2 . ey rag GF ce 2 > , 


- issued for Mri.. McVane: and Col. Haldane. These Subpoenas 
require-the attendance of the individuals in the Southern 
District of California at San Diego, California on : 
November 11, 1975 at 9:09 aim. Enclosed you will also ee 
‘find a copy of the Order signed by Judge Gordon Thompson +> 
authorizing the issuance of the Subsoena for Mr. McVane. 
Since we’do not have an address for Col. Haldane at 
this time,: the court has not approved the issuance of 
a Subpoena, for him in which the government would be . ‘ 
responsible for. all of the expenses and costs. . Say 


we have been infornéd by Mz. MeVane that it ‘ 
is necessary for him to obtain:the approval of your office : 
before he canitestify in this matter. Accordingly, we 
request that he be granted the necessary approval in 
order to allow him to testify in this matter. In addition, 
we request taat wea be provided with an address for — 
Col. Haldane and that he also be aliowed to .testify in 
Louse Cuse. Wo would appreciate being advised ab suum ao 


14-00000 


any ; 
. en renee aera meme oe mantn oe 8 fy remeet omelet 


-- Office cf the General Counsel 
October 28, 1975 
Page Two 


aye, 


i 
possible with respect to whether these pérsons lwill be = 
y avaiiable for testimony. If we can provide any acditional 
- +s. information with respect to this case, please do not 
, hesitate to contact ‘the’ uaéersigned. Thank you for a 
your courtesy and cooperation. : : ; 
oe : Very Panty. yours, v 
HOLT, RHOADES & HOLLYWOOD eo 
. a -‘e t 
© : nie, 6 dice ~O ae. 
: C Lfa <fZ,. 
a os By : or Fae \ 
ie tae Prevent eo hase . 4 
: er ae ne E. Mac Amos, Jr. oot 
a a 5 : + 
A ras ad 
i Spare ln ts assais due tates wets 7 Mt ea ' 
: - | EMA/dd ee, as 
cotet Enclosures © ike Mt ete, a a : 
* RSet oP apes re s ; 
\ 7 Siete Be ; 
e a, ee tad wes : 
: ee ae Z 
mae beeen DML ee : 
7 . 
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ae sim, 
= ro ey a i ett of Sees ee swig ASS A Peer RS a eats eee ES 
Ageezin weg tae te ee eterno core € anaes 
3 Sette Shs Seat Ph Boilies AUST 
‘ > : 
? : 
. FOR THE 


7 


WeRER DISTRICT OF GAbiFORns, 
UNiTEO STATES OF AMERICA 


i “4s-2277-Gr | 


‘ DALTON C. SMITH, et al. 


TRart McVANZ ; 
You are hereby cominanded to appear in the United Statés District Court for the © : 
ee a Side Ny, Southern — -- 


of District ses a “= ae -* -¢ a r 8S eS NTR Ste ge the city. of fa 
pee Carifornia See oe Se, - 325 West FE Street. - ae 7 sess 
. t :* day of : 19 at o'clock’ BL oto. 
San Dieso - oe en *hovenber . - 75 9:00 A. 7 
testify in the above-entitled case. =~ ; : ; . 


- Thi ’ : lication £ thet 
This Subpoena fs issued on applicatio of fee dant. 


’ : : 
' Pe . 
‘ 4 
' 
ARRAN GAR, ORO De CO, aeRO Ap By ENE IRIE Di RPE SSI IETS UAL NO | 
OPO POF CE ET ES Oana ces we 


Octcber~23-———--> 1G 5 


+ Pen 


fosme GALGHER hy 
Deputy Clerk. - 


TTUAST AMOS -TRO 
Attortea sangant MEROLA = 
1910-Scconc-Avez7 SuLt= 1712 
San $L6¥o,.CA 9210L7°. 0 hie ee 
Pee ea Oe ee RETURN Pah te 


aw BL 


oof) . 
_° Received this subpoena at ~:”: Sites a 38 on. - : ue 
'** and on a8 -~ . at : ° . See ox I served it on the - 

' within. named ? cc te, <5 . aes ; ; 

by delivering a copy to . and tendering* to the fee for one cay’s attendance and tke mileage 
allowed by law. | 
, * att ‘ * , | 

: J . i ne re Se * 

Service Fees ° 5 + By wae aan nen ee | 
* oe Travel. weccass Sn ae $ [ 
- Services --..-----------_ ' 
Total. ons-.cucee $ . H 
‘ 
ao * ” o, - m 

2 Insert “United States,” or “defendant” as the case maz be. eclb ce ie enica 


* Pees and muteage need not de tendered to Che witness cron services of a subnoena issued fn be! ' 
States or an oflicer of agency thereuf, 23 UoC 1225, oF or tebslf of a defendant who ts Gnanciatiy unabie to pay 


auch costs (Rulo 17 (b), Federal Rules Criminal Peaedurs,. 


Fer B.—med 0.20 2620 FAH TOTO 


° . 
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Lo / 
- “a es 
P = =—s«s«Cuttedy Seaton Histvtet Ga se Srecbeshiag? 
? 7 BT = Pant y Y ees ap (st whe | : 
‘ DY States Cisiric! Esurt 
; FOR THE Hy : 
- SOUVESRY DISTRICT OF C. GALTFORE SA i , 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
e : : ; : : , hei i 
- Ov, ee No.:- oe we (4 
: 74-2277-GT | 
DALTON C. SMITR, et al. : 
To. | 
y Pow: coL. ‘DOUGLAS HALDANE : 
You ara fevehy sommaiudsd to eaprear. in the United States District Court for the , 26 
, pone hie 4 Southern Sees 
_ District of: ae oi sae : : in the city of. 
“California Pas Sa. aah 325 West F Street oar 
eae on tt "~ * gay of . 9 ant - ocleck =o M. to aes 
San Diego:  °" "Gren OY Hovenber 7° soo | OR. a8 , 
": testify in the above-entitled case, vgs i. 2 
as re 
‘This subpoena is issued en spplication i ‘ 
wets : nore : eee io 
iG eee renee cee a Betis ee 
ane ctober 23 cn TS” ne Clerk. 2 2 42. 
=“ Ac - aos; oko ICSE Quen ‘ 
“Rin eeendant MEROLA SEAL) a & GALLS ~~ Depmiy Cia” fo 
“rorqugepaaa “AVas; Saree 1712. Res e 
‘ “San meet CA - 7ae08., 7 “ RETURN ~ 7 a 45 as i \ “eh 
accel this subpoena at . , . on; eee . 
“and on a a, rn a 1. I served it on the\- - a2 
within named : ~ ie ae ees ee: VS ie. esac 
., by delivering a copy to and tendering? to the fee for one ‘day's attendance and the mileage + ; 
“allowed by law. os » \ ; 
: Sérvice Fees BY occusckec ks cole Lee ene eee, ad 
: Cc eee ere $ : * 
. Services _---2----- 22. . . ; 
Totals coon ese ‘$30 oe , Se - 


* Insect “United States,” ur “defendant” as the case may be. 
* Fees and milvage necd not be tesscrel to the witness G07 service of a su hpowna issued in behail of the United | 
States or an ollicer of agency Ghereof. 23 USC 8923. or ot behalf of a defendant whe is fnanwaiy Lnalie ty pay * 
such costs (Rule 17 (b), Federal Rules Criannal Procedure)! . 5 


ed 
ton wre eS 2 Fb 205d 0993 088d 
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Sy) a | 
| 


JE. SAC ANAS, gn, 


f HOLT, REOADES A HOLLYtU04 | 
2 lato, Second Avenue, Suite 1712 } 
afelia ysgo, CA 92raI =] ‘eS i 
3 || (7055 233-1712 aoe 

Py 

Aeys for Defendant Gah eee sas; 
JOSEP R. MEROLA CT 22 i975 
{ 

5 i CRS, US OiStacr courr | 
6 | SOUIHESN OISECCT OF CALLZURAIL 
9 f a 

ot 
& UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
9 SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 


¥ 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


1k ) sf 
& 12 a em 4 +”. Plaintifeé NO. CR dA geTI Ge 
eed ieee nts. ad, Plaintifé, . ‘ : 
Pewee ee i ee ) ..:- ORDER FOR ISSUANCE OF . 
feo rice. an | cer reer, odes 3 : co -.) ines ene 
; 141 Josepy R.: _ MEROLA, vet eg ee eS i 
1, tte te i Ps : * a ae = 
=O ae af ry 7 rene 7 
gfe 15. ° Aman 8 ‘Defendants. ) ae aa 
g2F apis wedpos PPTs oe ee 
£32832 16 —————_——_________) “4 
8p cer ; . : pee , 2 2 
22325 17 : eis This court having SondiGared’. the application of defend 
oe org ee ee 
#2 3S2 18 Joseph Merola,. and the SUPEOE RANG affidavit of ee Mac Amos) Jre. 
246g | ees ee ae 2 ane oS 
< Sz 19 for issuance of: ‘subpoenas directed: ‘to “Edward Stanton and Matt: Sede 
Sa ae ; at 
° esis ey ee ds . se “eet ay, ran ee " 
20 “Mevane aad having found that eee cause exists FOR. the issuance’ - 
. 21 ‘Of sald“sudpoenas, 1" : - se 
22. IT Is HEREBY ORDERED TitaT the’ “elerk of’ “this court eat, 
WTP Ray oe og & iets: ory 
£5 subpoenas requiring “he attendance oe. Mate McVane and Eecward ° 
7 * 
24 stanton on. ‘November ll, “1975 at ‘9:00 a.m. in this court and, | 
q: ai] 
25 further, . that ote costs and fees in relation to the attendance 5} 
26 said witnesses shall be borne Bae the United Scars under the cel 
27 | provisions of the Criminal Jus tice Act. | 
23° '  parep: OCT 22 1975 
aA j 
29 || t 
{ 
7 30 | pi ORE ea oie \ ee ge ny :-- GORDON THOMPSON, JR ' 
~ _— “ne ' \ _ “GORDON THOMBSON ; 
Sh pee La YY 45, prstaret Jupce. as 
i , 4 : SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALTFORN 
32 i ‘4 . 7 f . 
A : 
“te aa set . get 4 
ae feo ieee wei mays Pees, ohne “4, a Fy 
ihe yur va a I < Rats Poe aes ‘ hes 2 : fre, . a ae 
ine [gare bse Mee 
sae ; eer Pot se. 
ta § : 3 : ee ata rots ae : af es we, H 
Ot pao hy fae eundlk wet eo hs 
y Ps .. vee a Fae x erie t 
ae _ 4 * 4 “ads “ epee hy Pex A ie Baio ae on Saag 
=) ser eS atte Se 8 oo juan aaa soe 
ee ee Yeu wT, \e rt emeery sewers pce y 
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ey a8 FRE Pecans sen Oe ¥ .. " RE yes 
otters 2 OM aiges soa : cash aoe eT wchdetincd Nee ats bee aectinoe duh rest etter be Burien hse papimelt COy veer 


aes oo ‘f 
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: F ects 
is ate - gt aa ae ia 
ay Celeb OF 5 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 


\ SUBJECT: Joseph Raymond Merola . 
1. On 23 October, Mr. Robert Starling of DCD called to say that 
Matthew McVane (phonetic), a DCD officer wno is statio ned in Miami, 
Florida, had received a telephone call from a San Diego attorney ¢aying 
me that he was mailing « subpoena to him. The attorney, E. Mac Amos, Jr., 
_is 4 member of the iaw firm of Holt, Rhodes and Hollywood at 1010 Second 
Avenue, San Diego, California 92101, teleohone No. (AC 714) 238-1712. - 


. «Mr. Amos advised Mr. McVane that the subpoena was jor his appearance 
+; On, behalf of i. Merola who was on trial in San Diego. 


” coe 
Le helen’ 


Le a “bees .Mre Starling. indicated that the charges against Merola kad : 
‘something to do with exporting airplane parts without a license. I called 
=iMys. Clyde Bryaat, Office. of Munitions Control, Department of State, to oe 
“determine if this prosecution was related to 22 U.S.C. 1934. -Mr. Bryant -7-." ~ 
“ ealled back and said that Merola was one of seven defendants being tried Pees 
: “ote criminal fraud charges for having engaged in a flimflam operation eh 
on oo against the Salvadorian. government. * The scheme was to establish a was 
s.» facility in Salvador to assemble and s-rvice helicopters.. The group had 
“assembled a collection of Army surplus parts for helicopters and was in 
the process of shippiag them without an export license and they were 
igh seized by U.S. Customs officers on 21 February 1974. Mr. Bryant 
. indicated that the Assistant U.S. Attorney in San Diego in charge of 
‘the prosecution was a Mr. Robert Thaller, telephone No. (AC 714) 293-5668. 
Mr.. Bryant also indicated that an individual by the name of Henry Maier- - 
~ “ hoffer' was also one of the defendants and it was Mr. Bryant's recollection 
aks ae Maierhotter had some previous connection me ‘CLA. 


hte ry ee irae called Mr. Siang and einsieas this information to him and 
he. said that Mr. Merola was a real operator in ‘the Miami area, always - 
involved in some scheme to buy and sell weapons but that he had volun- 
teered information to the DCD (Office, some of which was useful. [I asked emai 
Mr. Starling to have:Mr. MeVarie call rae when he got the subpoena but 
that he would not have to go unless they furnished the travel funds. 


ohn K. Greang@e oo 


fociate Ceneral Counsel 


7 


ec: Chief/DCD ‘ , , ; 
Distributicn - OVER . : 
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Bice CONFIDENTIAL on 7 
cwnen FFE In} 
, 30 _Jan_.1975 


201 File cn U,3, Citizen 


oo: 


, The ZOl file on Licerg-ta (surname) (291 number indicated below) 
can be most accurately be categorized as indicated below: 


“am ghould be closed, 


witting collaborator. OI Code Al, 


“~~ potential witting collaborator: date opened 7 OI Code A2, 


former wicting collaborator (relationship terminated), OI Code A3, 


potential witting collaborator never contacted (security reasons, 
derogatory information), OI Code A4. 


“—— counterintelligence cage (i.e., involving a foreign intelligence or 
ead security service). OI Code AS, 


xX all others, OI Code A6. ISR 


es aA 
Signed ; 4 C/LSN/ISR : 
; nate} ~ ; title cunponent).. .- .. 


‘This assignment of category has been ‘entered into STAR, 


Signed adv oS 1975 5 a 
initials) ° ate) ‘ bots 


: This document in a permanent part of this file. , 
a : a a" 21- PSP SIG - 
- 
CONFIDENTIAL E2 PET 
cL BY 002216 


seenpp 
(Rhen Fikes In) : 
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_ VUIGUING hanes : 


. 
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>¢ o/ 
Oranaa CENTER USE OME a 
, ace coe ace roe See 1a. 
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SECRET ee 
STAFF DIRECTOR bYLubE 
conF: Lh8 INFO: FILE a pure OPS. nf, et OISSEM BY: oa- 
: cele ore OPS hips, Ras O «nero PER 
{ : - 1) wrasse # 
TOs _LA/MIANT INFO CARACAS ¥. 


WHABYSS PBRAMPART ¥ 
 REFY AL LAsmIant 22730 JIN 432300! {NOT NEEDED CARACAS 


era ee 


“8. DIRECTOR &30872 |e! {NOT NEEDED CARACAS 


1. Cjoseen RAYMOND ME RO LA ceoi-2576042/uAs REGISTERED IN 
ISR TO DEA/MIANI ON 18 DEC 24 AS A COOPERATING INDIVIDUAL FOR.USE IN 
NAITI-AND COLOMBIA. IT IS REQUESTED THAT LA/NIAMI ADVISE DEA/NIANT. 
TO CONTACT THE FBI AND DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


7 ON MEROLA. ¥ 
2. FOR CARACAS 
INFORMED BKHERALD THAT MEROLA WAS OF OPERATIONAU/ANTEREST.—DE; 


. S485 


REQUESTED TRACES AND. STATED NEROLA REPORTEDLY : IRKED FoR: pl hues LD IN 
LATE 3950'S. WE REPLIED THAT MEROLA HAD NEVER. ype KH RALDs 
. ALTHOUGH WE VERE AWARE THAT HE HAD MADE. SUCH CLAIM. amas OF 


PREVIOUS INSTANCES. ! 


oS " t 
3. FILE: ~203-257604% E2. INPDET.d ~~ ; 20}-AS. ( 
te atu saagi oo8 ‘ “® REF A REQUESTED TRACES 
onic: DARYL ceniuey uM HG oererpes Ret 
“unit: LA/CAR/CA LAsNARC to aiax REF @ FORWARDED TRACES. 


€xT; 


W249, 2g 
BAUME Livny ~ rife 
“ALFONSO SPERA 


on ‘ é 7 : 
DAVID A. PHILLIPS sar KS, pee 
sndn reerery TEALA/CAR, 
hasesrcanon REPRODUCTION B we maces Corry ispaddmten og 9 IMPLET 


‘ SecrReT Cu BY: OLOLIL 


Le 
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: ISRM cea 
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| 5045 1 0 DEC 17 
See sso es aaa : palit | OFFICER'S | COMMENTS (Number eoch comment te show from ~hom 


= INITIALS to wrom. Drow o hne acrats column uiter each comment.) 
atceveo | fORwakdED 


Bo a Gia g j 
alo tit: 


'. rp/Ats: 


FILE NO. 201- . | 


f > SO 


Peer ea Ll aa oy ECAR YS 
~ 
we 
. 
? 
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13. . 
tril Ae | 
tort 610 “te GF) SECRET ©] CONFIDENTIAL INTERHAL =] UCLASSIFIED 
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CRIN + a geet he meee Scape Serie 


wren AO ete ee eam 


wire ue ae cemtnion strunen ne 


ABE 2 Exp aitelel 


ATT ee atin mi nies meg mynes 


74 S4GZ7A —FEL, 116) 


sti nee ae ee 


ewe ews 


}> om en A On Om OR Ate ON me tah nih OD Mm ed Hie Oh mem a wer wen 


tSR LOG 


a geet 797 cits aya 
ee. 


WO UN SST Sherer tne ATE A eee eee on : 


vthe ricci +: -, ThEEh ce I “ta 
5 with it- ae ae ae + 
: DCID ofp en Tetey hehe i 


“by Muitusi agreinen: af 
requires. 


No Objection to ete BCS resery>- 


SECRET (When Filled In). 


| SSI U797 ates 


2-74 


SECRET. lif 


ISRM NO. 
Go Lye 


ie 
! 
[ 


SECRET 


RE-REGISTRA- 
TION 


TOs SECURITY : 
4 i 
a 

: ! 

‘s 

5 

j 

ii W/sa-ae 7 


Cann cme Se ee! 


4-38) 


SR SERRE Pee Tis Pe oo ee ee, Deere 
= me tat ene cee 4 


* he 
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wee 


De Pete eee oe ong 8 


Tor Yemen nee oop 


BEN Ym mM Sateen i me epi ey 


“a BESEDENCE 


tf 


ea see? a 
eto of SECRET oa 
ar a 3 (Bren Fs ited Tor 
oe aeouEST FOR REGISTRATIGN IN THE INTERAGENCY SOURCE REGISTER“ 


_W/cAR/ 9 Bec 1974 


Te I- 257804 peo 7d 


RE-RESISTAAT ION ones ic "Er ESR ny cor | uTéeizaTiCe © 


NAWE (Last, First, Middle) ‘Ufanalices SE: 


MEROLA, Joseph Ragnoad: 


ALIASES H2AND'92 SPELLING VAGCIATIONS 


Place oF Bieym WEW JeIEL : ae ee 


.135 Dupont: Plaza,.Miami, Fla = 


PRE SENT EMPLOYER 


OATE OF BIRTH 


- "8 Oct 1925 


i. STRIEUTTS ScENTIT TING DATA (anclading TUOTLOLP 
.4' Based on LA/Miami 22730 IN 432300, 3 Dec 74 (attached) 
~ Traces sent DIRECTOR 630872, 6 Tec 74 (attached) 

Send. cards to UFP 872 HVC ELB HTP 


IPCAtS TRACE RESULTS 


f F sas eS H 
by - Listeb Cs ae cre ees 
oi 2 é f 
tP7EIR REMARKS OOC~—CSSC“CSSSSSOSSOSSO 
(OUTGOING CABLE) 


NAI TO THAT KNOWN TO THE REQUESTER (630872) 


eT as 1.6 DEC BA 


STE! : GATE 7 (SRW NUMBER | 


SR REPLY To RE SESTER? 
18 Dec 74. 39,170 


il, Nothing in addition to that mk known by the requester. Zexxe 
For possible further information.you are referred to the FBI 
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— SECRIT > 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


ae WasHincton, 0.C. 20503 


12 SUN 1974 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Lucien E. Conein 
Acting Chief, Special Qnerations and 


Field Support Staff 
Office of Intelligence . 
Drug Enforcement Administration 


VIA: Mr. John Warner 

. Chief, International Intelligence Division 
SUBJECT: Name Trace - 
REFERENCE: Memorandum, Same Subject, SEG IGI-74-0037, 


dated June S$, 1974 


1. The matter of Joseph R. Mercola (Reference) has been 
discussed between Mr. Richard Kobakoff of your office and 
Mr. Stanley Archenhold of this office. Mr. Merola has never 
worked for this Agency, although we are aware he has made 


such Claims on a nunber of previous instances. 


2. It-is-suggested that you contact the Federal Bureau 
of Investigaticn for information concerning Merola. 


Sermon RL Ralten 
Seymour R. Bolten 
Special Assistant for 
Narcotics Control Operations 


“DONC 74-052 


THIS DOCUMENT IS NOT TO BE DISSEMINATED ABROAD OR 
OUTSIDE THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE RECEIVING AGENCY 
WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE ORIGINATOR 


EXEMPT FROM GENERAL DECLASSIFICATION SCHEDULE OF 
E. O. 11652, EXEMPTION CATEGORY: 5 B (2) . 
DECLASSIFICATION DATE IMPOSSTPLE TO DETERMINE 
CLASSIFIED BY 003604 
Ap fd Cs 
“A . 
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Headquarters requested. LRERS9 traces on Larry A. Carr, 
because of his business association with Joseph XR. Hero tas. 


Trace results were negative. 
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\ Pe 11 March 1974 
MEHORANDUM FOR: Domestic Collection Oiviston 
ony ATTENTION: Hr. Shaun P. Ryan 
SUBJECT: Joseph R. MEROLA . 
“ ne . i 

i REFERENCE: | HH 25826, 8 apuuayy 1974 


i - 3. 0a 10 “Sanuary (1974 the HH/2/GS desk recefved the 
_ <i referenced memorandum froa the Dosestic Collection Division 
Let indicating the Mfami field office had been fn contact with one 
1 Joseph A. HEROLA. MEROLA had Just returned from a business 
ae trip to £? Salvador; and he reported that a friend of his had 
a identified a Mr. Greniliion tn the Polftical Section of the 
i Asertcan Embassy in-San Salvador as a suspect CIA representative. 
ey . Headquarters tracas on Joseph R. HEROLA indicated that on several 
i - oG¢castfons in the past MEROLA had claimed that he was * CIA a 
- agent. The Chief of Station, the Hr. Gremfliion referred to i 
above, was recently questioned regarding any Esbassy contact ; 
’ wet HEROLA while the fatter was in San Salvador. The COS ! 
Stated that both witnin the Estassy community and 2% socita) 
functions MEROLA had frequently refarred to his contact with — 
the CIA, past and present. He also volunteered this Ainfor- . i 
mation to a former Station contact. i ‘ 


1 
i 
i 
i 
i 2. In light of tne above, it would appear that MEROLA | 
i ' had taken advantage of his agency. contacts. in an inappropriate 

saaner to the potential) embarrassment of the San Salvador. : 
Station. we would, accordingly, apprectate that. this be given i 
: due consideration in your assessment of the advantage of your 
i 


continued contact with hta. 


: he David L. Saock 
be C/ul/2 | 
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Patti Burke _‘WH/2/GS - 
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DATE: 13 FEBRUARY 107k 
SUBJECT : 


CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAS 
NO FILE # GIVEN (DOC #: SAN SALV. 0568) 


vee eabow ns aad 


‘DATE: 5 FEBRUARY 1974 ; 
SUBJECT: g 
CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL 
NO FILE # GIVEN (DOC #: SAN SAL. 0048) : 
DATE: 5 FEBRUARY 1974 ri 
SUBJECT: “a 
CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDESNPLAL 7 
NO FILE # GIVEN _ ; ! 
DOCUMENT #: SAN SALEVADOR 0448 ‘ 
- : . 
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SA, eee 
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patti, 


We have cent a -rivate channel letter to 
the COS on this naiter, Retngxat ck cao 
asking at the end for comments as to whether 
MROLA is "embasrassing"- the Station oF CIA 
generally by talking so tuch-about his CIA 
connection&. If his re-ly is in the affirmative, 
Zit will -robsbly be best for you to draft 
a note to B@& DCE suggesting that he somehow 
be silenced, -erha-s by their withdrawing fron 
contact with them sincé it 4s obw ously something 


that he brags about and otherwise trie# to tnke 


advantage of 
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Matt MacVane, DCD officer in Mitmi, met witn Joseph R. MEROLA 
on 1§ January 1974; at which time MEROLA identer ied the friend in San 


Salvador who had identified @ Nr. Gremillion in the American Embassy in 


San Salvador as a CIA representative. MEROLA also provided . 


Above is a note deted 24 Jenuery 1974 from patti Burke, WH/2/GS/IA, based on 
information received orally from DCD, : 
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Ce unctassizieo =) nat CO contr aTia CC} - SECRET 


ROUTING AND RECCRD SHEET 


SUBJECT; (Opronal) 
___, Case _61401_- CIA Operativell —_. Messe ee x 
FROMHOMESTIG COLLECTION BI¥IBKON ; tarteecn | MO i 
Bupport Brencn/Cperetisneal Support Suction [act basses a eco eee mot 
: Poom 990, Key Building - ext. 2268 - | pam 
Mr. Shaun P, Ryan </¢2ycme i H 18 January 1974 
102 Somes ie edioas aca mummers: 8m8 i Bate OMSCERS | COMMENTS (Number eoch comment ta ‘show from eto 


IATALS to wham. Drow a line across column oftes each comment } 


buildweg) AERIS craton he | 
ar ‘ mca | FORWARDED 
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Atta. Patty. Burke 
____ 3 B 4402 ilgs. 
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The attached: is for your 
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interest. ‘ 
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‘ our source, known to us as uw coavicted felon. 


“Apfarped persons: that he vas a “CI2 agent”. 


> officerx vas In fact such.. 
telecon on 17 January - 1974. 


ScGnET SENSITIVE 


083-142-774 
13 January 1974 


HSBUOKANDUM FOR THE RECORD 


SUBJECT: Case 61401 ~ CIA Operative in El Salvador 


REVS s ) MIN-006-74, 4 January 1974 
oa ) Tax DCD/Fashiugton 96866, _1€ January 1974 
.) Ryan/HacVase. telecoa 26 January 1974 
) . Ryan/BacVane telecon 17 January 1974 
>) Rysn/Matavaring telecon 17 January 1974 
) TWX DCD/Hiami 12478, 17 January 1974 
) TWX DCD/Mismi 12476, 17 January 1974 


1. One of our sources in Hiami, Joseph Merola, revealed “ 


the name and position of an ‘Yadividual reported to be an Agency 


official tn El Salvador to Hatt MacVane during the course of aa 
iatervieo on 21 December 1973. This was reported in MIH-006-74 
4 January 1974. This report was forwarded to the Kl Salvador 
Desk ou 8 January 1974. On 16 January .1974 the Deak requested 
that DCD obtain the anma of the individual mentioned in this 
Benorsaadum who said he knew a CIA officer in the Eubassy. This 
request vas passed by telecen and THX to HacVane by Ryan on 

16 January 1974.: The Bl Salvador Desk also questioned the 
reliability of our source, Joseph Merola, at this time and 
requested we query Hiami as to his reliability. 


2. On 17 January 1974 at the request of MacVane, Ryan 
visited the El Salvador Desk to ascertain their objections to 
Desk objections 


Steamed: from.a 1964: report which indicated that Merola had 
Further conversa- 
tion elicited the fact thst Berola had again made this state- 
‘went ‘ia 1973 at an Esbassy function. We advised the Desk that 
DCD was well aware of Herola's criminal background but that he 
had provided DCD with reliable reports in the past unrelated 


to Ris ovn “pursuits” 6 ON oy 


_ §. The El Salvador desk coafirmed. the fact that the. 
individual mentioned by Merola's inforasnt as being a CIA 
Ryan sdvised HacVazce of this per 
” BacYane and Mainwaring told Ryan 


they vere: ‘sending two. ‘Cables relating to this case. The first. 


- gould provide the name of the person who reportedly knew thé 


CIA official. The second provided the names of tvo women 
eaployed in the Extissy who were reportedly involved in 


B 2 XYHPDET CL BY 010850 


SEGHET/ SENSITIVE 
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- EGRET SENSITIVE 


/ ~ 


ceapronising situations with both Amsricans and locai natioasla. 
Thie latter cable was cecuested after the El Salvador desk 
otiicez advised that all avenuss and possible leads vers te be 
pursved to determine who leaked the inforuation relating to the 
Cla official. These two nares (pheaetteally spelled) vere 
provided in the second cable by Hiami. All of the infermatioa 
receiver in these cabies was passed via secure phone to the ao 


= #1 Salvader desk by Ryan vpon receipt. 


~ 4. HaeVae advised Ryan via teiecon that he antictpated 
meeting with doseph Kerola at 1100 on 17 Jecuary to address . 
further satters concerned with this case. MacVane advired syraa 
that Be vould forward such information as soon as possitlic. 
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ISSUED FASSPSRT IN NAME MICHAEL JOSEPH ME ROL A FOR TRAVEL 


CENTRAL AMERICA. i 
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CONTACT SINCE EARLY SIXTIES. 

3. 2% DEC 73. MERCLA CONTACTED DCB. MIAMI TO ADVISE HE’ RECENTLY. ‘ 
SPOKE WITH FRIEND IN SAN SALVADOR WHO LORKS FOR ANSESAL. FRIEND 7 ee ee 
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“TURTLE CREEK, Pay STATION CARDS FROM PERIOD 1959+ 1963 . 


INDICATE HE EX=CONVICTs NOTORIOUS SMUGGLER, GUNAUNNER AND 
GENERAL TROUBLE*MAKER, CARDS TO LAERGO. REPORTS. INDICATE .HE a Tas 
WAS INVOLVED IN PANAMA INVASION PLAN IN 1959) ANDIN’ 


HALTIAN ANVASEON, PLANS IN 1958. ANO-2 635° IN 19590. 
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GUNS FROM NATIONAL GUARD AXMORY.* 


Me are " 
eorea 2, suavecrpor LISTED 1973 MIAMI TELEPHONE 800K. 
i” "LATEST AQURESS IN CAROS [St 2219 NORTH BAY RD» MIAME 
r] U 7 . . 
BEACH, FLA, WE WAS VISITED AT THIS ADORESS IN 4951 SY NBR 


OF SLIGO. URSANSZATION, WHO DESCRISED HOME AS "PALATIAL", 
3, ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NQ NECENT INFO ON SUSVECT, SUGSEST 
THAT HIS PLANS ESTASLISH HELICOPTER PLANT IN SAN SALVADOR 
MAY HAVE SHADY S{DE, POSSIGLY SMUGGLING ARMS OR LUCRATIVE 
NARCOTICS TRAFFIC, a, : . 
4, SINCE SUaJ 1S U.S, CIT, REQUEST AGOVE INFO NOT 8g PASED. > ~ 
LIAISON GX OTHER U,S, GOVT AGENCIES WITHOUT HOS APPROVAL, 
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1, REQUES. TRACES ON-MR, JOSEPH R: MEROLAS AGE 48; 


CITE SAN SALVADOR 20685 
TOr DIRECTOR INFO WHANTAME, 


K BORN PENNSYLVANIA, - RESIDENCE Qs MIAMI SHORES: FLORIDA, 


MEROLA CLAIMS Be AERONAUTICAL CONSULTANT WITH PATTERSON 
AIRCRAFT COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA, HE SUPPOSEDLY TRYING 
NEGOTIATE DEAL To ESTABLISH HELICOPTER PLANT EL SALVADOR, 
"DURING TALKS AT SOCIAL PARTIES WITH EMBASSY PERSONNEL HE 
INDI GATED PREVIOUS WORK WITH BKHERALD. 
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The attached Memorandua. 
M-006-74, is for your 


Please advise us at your 
earliest. conventénce of 

- any additional interest. 
or requirements in. this 
matter. Thonk you. 
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‘ UNITLD STATES GOVERNMENT 05,5); inavebin 


Memorandum a ne 


To 2 Chief, Doneutic Collection Division ene 4 January 197! a 
' APTN =: Support Branch/o33 (Jcross) | 

‘ FROM : Chief, Mimi Ficld Office 7? 

| ae 

‘| BUBJECT: CTA Crerative jn El Salvador \ yee 

’ : 2 , . : peek 


1. Joe Merola contacted the Miant Office An 21 December 1973 to 


atk explain that he récently had cpokén with a frtenl of his in San Salvador, 
gt Se) El Sulvador. The friend, who elleredly works for the El Salvadoran 


oe Sceret Service, told IM!erola thet whén he (Merola) comes. to El Salvador . E 
Os x not to go to the US Embassy to see a man nuncd Vermillion. The friend tos : . 3 
MPS. yy. told Merola that Vermillion is the Commercial Attache at the embassy ; : c 


coagid> and in under surveillance because he is suspected of being the CIA man = 
ax a 4n San Salvador. Merola told his friend tnat he did not know a man 3 
gr 3 _ name Vernillion, nor would he ever Lave cause to sce such a man. The 
friend then told Merola that he was only telling him for his own good, 
and that if he (Merola) were to sce this Vermilion that Merola would 

becuse a suspected CIA agent as weld 


a 
yy 
ico 


: 2. Merole said. that he was passing this information to us in case 

we did indeed have a man in San Salvador by the name of Venaillion. : , 
Merola has been a contact of the Miami Field Office fur some ten years, . 

and during that period he has passed to this office some very reliable 


information. 
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